
 

 

Dear Educators, 

You may enroll at Lindenwood for graduate credit any time during the course. To avoid delays with 

grades and transcripts, we encourage you to enroll with Lindenwood prior to course completion.  

 To earn graduate credit, please complete the following steps: 

▪ Complete the Lindenwood enrollment form and pay $75 per credit hour with a credit card - 

Click here for enrollment. Please make sure to check the course number/title listed above.  

 
▪ Allow 3-5 business days for Lindenwood enrollment to be completed (graduate credit fees 

are non-refundable except when the course is cancelled by the district).  

 
▪ Fully participate in course activities outlined in the syllabus and complete assignments by the 

deadline. 

 

▪ Once the enrollment is processed, you can view your courses, grades, and unofficial 

transcripts through the Student Portal – Go to the Student Portal.  If you have not received 

your Lindenwood user name and password, please email IT at helpdesk@lindenwood.edu 

with your full name and initials as per our records. 

 

▪ Grades are processed at the end of the semester. Lindenwood academic term is as follows:  

Fall 2022: Semester begins August 22, 2022, and ends December 9, 2022 

Spring 2023: Semester begins January 9, 2023, and ends May 5, 2023 

Summer 2023: Semester begins May 15, 2023, and ends August 6, 2023  
  

▪ An official transcript may be ordered online through Parchment. Official transcripts are sent 
directly to a district, employer, or student and bear the university seal. 

For any clarifications, reach out to Lindenwood’s Center for Professional and Continuing Education 

(PACE) at pace@lindenwood.edu or contact me directly at anathaniel@lindenwood.edu / 636-949-

4612. 

Sincerely, 
AZAM NATHANIEL 
Specialist, Professional and Continuing Education  
636-949-4612 / anathaniel@lindenwood.edu 
  

  

https://applylu.lindenwood.edu/applicationws.asp
https://sportal.lindenwood.edu/estudent/login.asp
mailto:helpdesk@lindenwood.edu
https://www.parchment.com/u/registration/34460/institution
mailto:pace@lindenwood.edu
mailto:anathaniel@lindenwood.edu
mailto:anathaniel@lindenwood.edu


MSTA Fall Convention 2022 

Syllabus 

 

Course Title: MSTA Fall Convention 2022 

Course Code: EW 52100 

Term: Fall 2022  

 

Credit hours:  1 graduate credit  

 

Location: Holiday Inn Convention Center, Columbia, Missouri 

 

Instructor: Wendy Linton 

 

Contact Information: wlinton@lindenwood.edu  

 

Conference Dates: November 17 – 18, 2022 

 

Conference Description: Join fellow educators at the MSTA State Convention. 

This free convention offers a variety of professional development opportunities 

aligned to both Learning Forward Standards for Professional Learning and 

Missouri Teacher Standards thus earning the High-Quality Professional Learning 

Recognition Badge from Learning Forward-MO. Workshops begin Thursday 

afternoon and continue to Friday. Topics include literacy, behavior management, 

trauma-informed teaching, teacher credibility, game-based learning, and many 

more. 

   

Lindenwood University offers individuals the opportunity to earn graduate credit 

through participation in professional conferences and the completion of 

assignments listed on a Conference Syllabus. To earn 1 graduate credit hour, all 

assignments indicated on this syllabus must be completed.   

  

Assignments  Hours  

1. Summary/Reflection of the conference sessions in your own words. 

Develop at least 3 SMART goals of how you will implement the knowledge 

learned.   APA style (4 Pages minimum)   

6 

mailto:wlinton@lindenwood.edu


2. Attend a minimum of 4 hours/sessions during the conference  4  

3. Extend your learning by reading one research-based journal article 

relevant to assignment 1.  Explain how the article coupled with the session 

or sessions attended, will inform your classroom or school practices.  

Include link to article or attach article to review.  

5  

  

Description of Assignment 1:   

Describe one or more conference activities to be utilized in your work setting and 

show how it supports your instructional goals.  Develop 3 SMART Goals. 

APA style required (4 Pages minimum)  

• Describe the learning outcomes expected from the participants in your work 

setting as a result of this instructional activity.   

 

Description of Assignment 2:   

Attend a minimum of 4 hours/sessions during the conference. Indicate the session 

title on the Conference Log Sheet, sign in the box on the right of each session entry, 

total and submit with all assignment(s) on syllabus. (Log sheet attached to syllabus)  

  

Description of Assignment 3:   

Extend your learning by reading one research-based journal article relevant to 

Assignment 1.  Explain how the article coupled with the session or sessions 

attended, will inform your classroom or school practices.  Include link to article or 

attach article to review.  APA style required. 

  

 THE GRADE PLAN  

  

To earn a grade of “A”: Fully participate in conference activities, plan for the 

implementation of a conference activity in your work setting, and submit the 

minimum documentation required on the syllabus in a timely manner. In addition, 

submit one of the following:  

  

• One paper describing multiple conference activities to be utilized in your 

work setting and developing 3 SMART goals for implementation  (4 Pages 

minimum APA style)  

• Attend a minimum of 4 hours during the conference  

• Extend your learning by reading one research-based journal article relevant 

to Assignment 1   

  

To earn a grade of “B”: Fully participate in conference activities, plan for the 



implementation of a conference activity in your work setting, and submit the 

minimum documentation required on the Syllabus in a timely manner.  

  

  

Failure to meet the requirement of an “A”, “B”, or will result in failure of the 

class.   

  

The assignments must be submitted to pceassignments@lindenwood.edu by Monday, 
December 5th, 2022, for credits to be earned. 

 

Conference Log Sheet 

Session # Title and Presenter Student Signature 
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Convention 2022 Workshops 

 

Avoiding a Sit and Get Classroom 

Looking to create a meaningful way to increase student engagement and 

achievement for all students while building positive student relationships and 

classroom community? Learn the benefits of incorporating cooperative learning 

into your classroom and walk away with strategies you can implement tomorrow! 

K-12; Engagement 

Presenter: Darbie Valenti Huff, MSTA Professional Developer 

 

Breaking the Code: Structured Literacy Basics 

Many students have trouble decoding written language. They need explicit 

instruction in language, including phonemic awareness, sound-symbol 

correspondence, orthography, morphology, syntax, and semantics to become 

proficient readers. All students benefit from Structured Literacy Instruction, but it 

is crucial for those identified as “at risk of dyslexia.” During this fast-paced 

session, we will overview the content of Structured Literacy instruction as well as 

the principles and methods promoted by the International Dyslexia Association for 

effective delivery of that content. Participants will come away with introductory 

knowledge of this content and how to use it in their classrooms to help struggling 

readers. 

K-5; Structured Literacy 

Presenter: Debbie Schroer, Literacy Coach Heart of Missouri RPDC 

 

Challenging Behaviors, Not Challenging Students: Practical Solutions for 

Teachers 

The presentation offered by Jennifer Moore, Project 180 Coordinator at Union 

High School, and Ursulla Wadles, At-Risk Coordinator in the Nell Holcomb 

School district, will share practical classroom management ideas, using meaningful 

examples of trauma-informed practices. The presentation is designed to support 

teachers with low or no-cost solutions to behavior challenges in the classroom, 

offer ways to meet the needs of students, and build social-emotional skills for 

regulation. The resources and unique strategies offered will focus on restoration 

and relationships by teachers currently in the classroom. Attendees will be 

encouraged by Jennifer and Ursulla’s own classroom experiences in working with 

intense, chronic behaviors and the success stories of their students. 

K-12; Behavior Management, Trauma-Informed Teaching, Social Emotional 

Learning 

Presenters: Jennifer Moore, Project 180 Coordinator, Union High School & 



Ursulla Wadley, At-Risk Coordinator, Nell Holcomb School District 

 

Establishing a Trauma Aware Mindset 

School personnel are required to adapt to meet student’s needs in order to optimize 

student achievement. But what if you are not aware of the greatest impact on 

student learning: trauma? In this session, participants become trauma-aware and 

learn how trauma affects brain development. This change in mindset will lead to 

developing an environment sensitive to trauma. A student’s negative life 

experiences are recognized to create an environment that combines learning with 

building positive relationships. A trauma-sensitive mindset, whether it be 

implemented in a classroom or a school district, will create a culture sensitive to 

student’s needs and promote empathy toward students and colleagues. 

K-12; Trauma 

Presenter: Darbie Valenti Huff, MSTA Professional Developer 

Fast and Furious Reading: Instructional Strategies for Improving Fluency 

Many students struggle with reading fluency and automatic word recognition. We 

know that fluency is highly correlated to reading comprehension and that students 

with poor fluency experience frustration when they must read lengthier texts 

independently. During this session, participants will learn about the brain networks 

used for fluent, automatic word recognition and will leave with a list of instruction 

activities and resources they can use in their classrooms to help their students 

develop into more fluent readers. 

K-5; Reading 

Presenter: Debbie Schroer, Literacy Coach Heart of Missouri RPDC 

 

Empowering Special Needs and Low Functioning Students to Thrive 

Interested in learning more about special education from the classroom teacher 

perspective? Wonder what it feels like for a student who is identified as special 

education in the classroom? What’s the difference between an accommodation and 

a modification? Join me to learn the answers to those questions and how to 

implement student IEPs with minimal stress, as well as easy to implement 

accommodations/modifications for both identified and non-identified students in 

the classroom. 

K-12; Best Practices for Classroom Teachers Teaching Students with Special 

Needs 

Presenter: Lana Moore, Mt. Vernon School District 

 

5 Stars: Would Learn Here Again—Teacher Credibility and You 

Teacher credibility has twice as much influence on achievement as does student 

motivation, and twice the impact of socioeconomic status (Douglas, F. “Teacher 



Credibility and Collective Efficacy). Our credibility as an effective teacher in the 

eyes of our students has a direct line to what and how our students will learn, do 

and perform in class and a greater implication of life beyond our class. Would your 

students rate your class as 5 stars? Do your students see you as someone in whom 

they can trust, someone they feel is available to help them? Do they feel you are 

competent, passionate? When students become disenchanted with school they 

disengage. When teachers see repeated disengagement, they become disillusioned 

with the teaching profession. This workshop is designed to start the conversation 

and though processes beginning with our own selves on specific actions we can 

take to transform our credibility with our students and our impact on their lives. 

K-12; Teacher Credibility 

Presenter: Nicole Nowlin, Lee’s Summit School District 

 

Gaming to Review 

In this session we will transform review into a game instead of a question/answer 

session. Games will be targeted towards secondary students. These games are 

intended to be for review but can be tweaked into games that can be applied in 

instruction. Electronic formats include Quizlet Live, Heads Up, Nearpod, and 

iCivics. The non-electronic games will include quilt squares, Jenga, go fish, 

spoons, matching, and yard dice. These games are designed to determine what 

students know and what needs to be re-taught before the assessment. 

6-12; Game-based Learning 

Presenter: Melissa Ross, Savannah School District 

 

Let’s Put a Ring on It! Strategies and Tools to Engage All Students in Every 

ELA Lesson 

No matter what your subject area, getting your students to actively engage with 

that content is key to increasing student learning. How can we plan lessons that get 

our students involved? How do we manage those activities so that they do not 

devolve into chaos? What tools can we use to get all students thinking and 

responding? Participants will leave with a toolbox full of ideas to use in their 

classrooms! 

K-12; Engagement of Learners 

Debbie Schroer, Literacy Coach Heart of Missouri RPDC 

 

Make Learning Centers Count in ELA for Early Education 

This session will be sharing how to set expectations for students, how to create and 

implement learning stations, and how to hold students accountable for their 

learning during learning center time. We will share where to find resources that 

won’t break the bank and how to create sustainable systems for years to come. An 



added bonus is that this is a make and take session where you will leave with your 

first round of ELA centers to try in your classroom! 

K-3; English Language Arts, Differentiated Instruction 

Presenters: Kate Mitchell & Mary Watkins, Kearney School District  

 

 

Make Math Count Beyond Teaching to Count in Early Education 

This session is designed for early education professionals seeking to implement, 

gather resources, and sustainability in creating small group instruction that is 

leveled for students in the area of math in the early education realm. We will share 

the value and research-based need for individualized and small group instruction. 

We will share how we implement math centers in a classroom and how this also 

aids in classroom behaviors. We will share the resources and time it takes to get 

this set up the first year and the ease of carrying these math centers on to the next 

year for students. An added bonus is that this is a make and take session where you 

will leave with your first round of math centers to try in your classroom. 

K-3; Mathematics, Differentiated Instruction 

Presenters: Kate Mitchell & Mary Watkins, Kearney School District  

 

MathFUN (6-8) Re-engaging Students in Mathematics 

MathFUN is a 9-week supplemental math class all 6th through 8th grade students 

take designed to fill learning gaps and re-engage students in mathematics. These 

classes focus on fundamental grade-level math concepts. Students practice skills 

and simulate how math fundamentals are applicable. In MathFUN, students 

complete projects and activities that allow students to play with math concepts, 

visualize, and internalize them. This session demonstrates some of those activities 

and briefly discusses the design of the courses. 

6-8; Engagement of Learners 

Presenter: Michele Spitzmiller, Arcadia Valley School District 

 

Math Without Fear 

Providing alternative methods to teaching multiplication/division facts, LCM, 

GCF, Prime Number identification, etc. During our presentation, we would like to 

help teachers bring the fun back to learning and using multiplication/division facts. 

We will explain games that we play with our students. We have created our own 

documents to help students understand multiplication/division, factors, and 

multiples. We will teach the teachers how to use these resources with fractions. We 

want to share our “tricks” with you.  

K-5, Mathematics, Differentiated Instruction 

Presenters: Sara Campbell, Malinda Howard, & Ralf Trusty, Maries Co. R-1 



School District 

 

PSRS – Providing a Strong, Stable and Secure Retirement 

This educational session will provide an overview of the Public School Retirement 

System, how the system is funded, potential legislation changes, general retirement 

planning considerations and resources that are available to our members. 

K-12; Retirement Benefits 

Presenters: Amanda Wooten, Dearld Snider, Bill Betts, Public School 

Retirement Services 

 

Restorative Practices in Action 

Want to learn how to channel your inner Bob Ross and Mr. Rogers? Well, this is 

the workshop for you! Join me as I lead you through the wonderful worlds of 

morning meeting, restorative practices, and self-compassion. Expect to laugh, 

relate, and ask questions. 

K-5, Behavior Management 

Presenter: Shannon Berghoff, Cape Girardeau School District 

 

Set Sail for Mastery Learning 

Transforming your classroom to one steeped in mastery learning can seem like 

crossing an ocean in a raft, but it doesn’t have to be that way. Mastery learning is 

truly transformative for students and teacher but if your ship never leaves port your 

students won’t be able to experience the joy that comes from accessing their own 

“I’ve got this” moments. Set Sail for Mastery Learning will help you approach 

mastery learning from a “lake approach,” starting small and using a one-or two day 

approach, participants will learn how to break down standards into DOK targets, 

create multiple versions of formative assessments and learn the water hazards to 

watch out for as they adjust their sails to explore new worlds and create masterful 

moments for their students. 

K-12; Personalized Learning 

Presenter: Nicole Nowlin, Lee’s Summit School District 

 

Setting Students Up for Self-Efficacy 

As an educator, it is our job to motivate and engage students. However, what 

happens when these strategies aren’t enough? What happens when students leave 

the comfort of our classroom? How do we best prepare students for life outside of 

our classroom? Self-Efficacy. Students have to have the ability to believe in 

themselves, believe in their abilities and believe in their ability to learn in order to 

be successful. In this session, attendees will gain an understanding of how to 

incorporate lessons into their curriculum that help promote self-efficacy. When 



students learn how to be self-efficacious, they are more successful in their classes 

and their life after high school. By learning how to identify whether or not a 

student has a growth or fixed mindset, helping them identify their mindset, and 

then supplying them with the skillset necessary to have a growth mindset, students 

will see greater achievement. Addressing self-efficacy in the classroom is 

beneficial to students and teachers alike! This session will not only provide 

attendees with ideas to promote self-efficacy in their classrooms, but it will also 

provide them with exciting and engaging ideas to spice up their existing lessons! 

6-8; Social Emotional Learning 

Presenter: Mackenzie Thompson, Scott Co. R-IV School District 

 

VISUALIZE the Engagement 

Did you know that how your course looks will affect the level of engagement? 

Research has shown that course design impacts students’ perceptions of the course 

and can affect their course outcome. Teachers will develop a course layout, and 

visual design that encourages course engagement. Teachers will explore and create 

instructional activities that support visual integration using their Learning 

Management System. This session will support teachers who use Google 

Classroom, Seesaw, Canvas or Schoology as their LMS. 

K-12; Engagement of Learners 

Presenter: Nicole Nowlin, Lee’s Summit School District 

 

Word Work That Works 

Secondary teachers know how important vocabulary and word work is, but often 

struggle to find the time to do anything that feels meaningful. In this session, a 

high school English teacher and a high school instructional coach will share 

strategies for fun and engaging word work at the secondary level. Through 

modeling strategies like close reading, TIP Charts, graphic organizers, and 

discussion protocols, we will engage together in some word work that really 

works! 

6-12; Engagement of Learners 

Presenters: Robyn Haug & Kimberly Gutchewsky, Ladue School District 
 


